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Clarke County Democratic Committee

A RESOLUTION OF THE CLARKE COUNTY DEMOCRATIC COMMITTEE

Whereas, the Clarke County Democratic Committee (“Committee”) is informed that
Eastwind Hotels of New York and Mountain Resort LLC of Fairfax, Virginia have
announced plans to construct a luxury resort near Paris, Virginia, known as Eastwind
Blue Ridge, and

Whereas, a portion of Clarke County is intended to be included in the resort, and

Whereas, the resort will be adjacent to U.S. Route 50 which passes through Clarke
County, and

Whereas, there is limited access to the proposed resort property from U.S. Route 50,
and difficult entry and exit from the proposed resort property to that highway, leading to
dangerous traffic conditions in the vicinity of the resort, and

Whereas, the resort is expected to use water supplied by wells on the resort property, a
portion of which is located in Loudoun and Fauquier Counties, which wells will be
located near the Clarke County boundary, and

Whereas, there have been persistent drought conditions in the Shenandoah Valley and
Clarke County, resulting in causing the wells of certain residents of Clarke County to run
dry, and

Whereas, wells installed to provide water for the proposed resort may have a negative
impact on the availability of water for residents of Clarke County, and

Whereas, the proposed resort will be located in the Blue Ridge mountains near the
Shenandoah River, an environmentally sensitive area and a significant resource of
Clarke County, and

Whereas, Berryville/Clarke County is a certified Appalachian Trail Community, and as
such has a long standing, deeply rooted interest in maintaining the integrity of the
Appalachian National Scenic Trail and the Blue Ridge Mountains' landscape that it
traverses; and

Whereas, the National Park Service (the Federal agency responsible to Congress for
the protection and maintenance of the Appalachian National Scenic Trail) and the
Appalachian Trail Conservancy (the non-profit organization that co-manages with the
NPS the management of the Appalachian National Scenic Trail) have formed the
Appalachian Trail Partnership; and

Whereas, the Appalachian Trail Partnership with its nearly one hundred enrolled
organizational members is dedicated to preserving the natural rural nature of the
landscape that the entire Appalachian National Scenic Trail traverses along its nearly



2200 miles, and to further this interest has designated an expansive Appalachian Trail
Corridor that encompasses the scenic lands surrounding the Trail; and

Whereas, the Appalachian Trail Corridor includes the entirety of Paris Mountain, thus
documenting that the proposed East Wind project an inappropriate commercial
development within the Appalachian Trail Corridor; and

Whereas, such commercialization of the Appalachian Trail Corridor would lead to a
degradation of the Appalachian National Scenic Trail's natural integrity, and
consequently risk diminishing the public values that the Trail provides to Clarke County;
and

Whereas, Clarke County desires to protect its natural resources that historically have
been and continue to be so valuable for its residents; and

Whereas, the geologic Catactin Formation, which influences groundwater formation and
availability, extends under both sides of the Blue Ridge summit area, and thus
groundwater withdrawals on one side can adversely affect springs, surface water flows,
and well water availability on the opposing side; and

Whereas, the Committee considers the proposed resort to have a significant impact on
the environment of Clarke County, and that there has been inadequate information
provided to the public concerning the environmental impacts of the proposed resort,

NOW, THEREFORE, it is hereby RESOLVED that in the absence of full information
concern the environmental and traffic impacts of the resort, the Clarke County
Democratic Committee opposes the development of the proposed resort, and

IT IS FURTHER RESOLVED that the Committee urges the Board of Supervisors of
Clarke County to take all available steps to prevent the approval and construction of the
proposed resort, including taking legal action to prevent the approval or construction of
the proposed resort.

Adopted January 10, 2025.
Brent Whittlesey, Chair

Alyssa Moody, Vice Chair



